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1 Tatss. II. 4. Latter part of the Verſe, 
Mot as pleaſing Men, but God, which 
OO  wrieth our Hearts,” ” 


FA I. Paul doth here ſpeak of pleaſing Men, and 
0 of pleafing God, as things not only different 
iin Speculation, but inconſiſtent in Fact. 

When he profeſſeth of himſelf, that in the Diſ- 
charge of his Miniſtry, he did not aim at pleaſing 
Men, but God, which trieth our Hearts; he ſeems 
to imply, that theſe are two oppofite Ends, and 
that thoſe who purſue the One, do thereby plainly 

| ſhew that they have no regard at all to the Other. 

But in other parts of his Epiſtles, he ſpeaks as if 
he was of a quite contrary Opinion : He advi- 
ſes the Corinthians againſt doing any thing that 
might diſpleaſe any fort of Men: And that we may 
not think He exhorted them to what he did not 
practiſe himſelf, He recommends this Adviſe to 
them, by the Authority of his own Example, 


Give none Offence, laith he, neither 10 the icon. 
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of 
Cod, even as ] pleaſe all Men in all ihings. i. 
— m } 
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What thereſore he in this place declares, muſt 
receive ſome Limitations; and it may be of Uſe 
to us, not ſo much to juſtify St. Paul's Conduct in 
this matter, as to regulate our Own, to know what 
thoſe Limits are ; to enquire into the Meaſures 
we ought to preſcribe to our ſelves, in our Study 
to pleate Men ; to exainine, when, and in what 
Cates an Endeavour to pleaſe Men is Innocent, 
when Unlawful, when the Duty of a good and 
 fincere Chriſtian. I ſay, an Endeavour to pleale ; 
for the Actual Pleaſing of Men is not within our 
Power, nor doth it depend upon our Chotce ; ſo 
that it cannot properly be the Subject of any 
Command or Prohibition. When St. Paul therefore 
{aith, That he did not pleaſe Men, but God; this 
cannot be underſtood of his Actual pleaſing Men, 
but of his Aim and Endeavour to pleaſe : them. 
Mien may be pleasd with thoſe Actions that are 
perform'd, without any Deſign to pleaſe them; 
but this Pleafure cannot be aſcrib'd as a Vertue, or 
imputed az a Fault, to thoſe who intended it not: 
When therefore we ate either commanded or forbid- 
end to pleaſe Men, this Precept is of the ſame Na- 
ture, and muſt admit of the ſame Interpretation, 
as that of St. Paul to Timothy, Let no Man 
deſyiſe ibee. It was not wholly in Timo- 
e Power, whether he ſhould be deſpiſed or 
not; nor is it in Ours, whether We ſhall pleaſe Men, 
or not But as by that Command Timothy was en- 
joywd 


. 
joyn'd to do ſuch things as might procure Reve- 
rence, and to ſorbear ſuch as might cauſe Con- 
tempt; ſo, when we are either commanded or for- 
bidden to pleaſe Men, we are enjoyn'd or prohibi- 


ted to do thoſe things which are moſt likely to 
pleaſe, or to intend the pleaſing of Men by our 


Actions: So that in this caſe, we are to meaſure 


the Goodneſs or Evil of our Actions, not by their 
Actual pleaſing, but by our Deſign and Endeavour 


topleaſe ; and are to ſhew when, and how far, this 
Endeavour is Innocent, when it is a Sin, and when 
it is a Duty. „ „„ 


What is neceſſary to be ſaid on this Subject. 


will, I think, be fairly included under theſe three 
„ eee 


I. Whatever Men may Innocently be pleas'd 


; 2 we may innocently do, in order to pleaſe 
en. %%% = 


II. What Men ought not to be pleas'd with, 


That we ought not to do, to pleaſe Men 


thereby. 


HI. What Men Ought to be pleas'd with, That 
we are bound to do, that Men may be pleasd 
therewith. dy OY 
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I. Whatever Men may Innocently be pleas'd 
with, that we may Innocently do, in order to 
pleaſe Men. | ne 5 
Sad hath implanted in our Souls a natural De- 
fire of Pleaſure ; which conſequently in ſome Caſes 
we may give way to; becaule otherwiſe this De- 
tire would be implanted in Vain: To be pleagd 
therefore, is not always a Sin, but is Good or Evil, 

according to its different Cauſes, Occafions, and 
Circumſtances. What: things God hath not forbid 
us to be pleas'd with, in Thoſe we may innocently 
take plcaſure ; and as we may, without Guilt, be 
pleas d Ourſelves, ſo may we, with Innocence, con- 


tribute to the Warrantable Pleaſures of each Other: 


For what another can innocently be pleas d with, 
that I may do without Sin; ſince: if I could not do 
it without Sin, neither could he without Guilt 
be pleas'd in my doing of it, becauſe no one 
ought to be pleas'd with any Action which is in 
the leaſt Sinful; and if an Action be in it ſelf Law- 
ful, it cannot become Otherwiſe by, its pleaſing 
others, unleſs there were ſome Law of Ged 
againſt doing any thing which might pleaſe our 
Brother. But that a thing pleaſes, is ſo far from 
making what is in it ſelf Innocent to become Sinful, 
that rather of Indifferent, it makes it a Duty; for 
lince we are bound to contribute to the Happineſs 
ef our Brethren, and fo far as we do pleaſe them 
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without expoſing them to any Miſchief, we do 
make them happy; to pleaſe others, where it can be 
done without Sin, ſeems to be an Act of Brotherly 
Charity. God hath been ſo indulgent to us, that 
he hath debarr'd us from no Pleaſures, but ſuch a: 
will at laſt end in Grief and Pain ; and weare to 
far from being forbidden to promote the Pleaſure of 5 l 
others, that we are never reſtrain d from pleaſing 
them, but where the Pleaſure which we afford them, 2 
will at laſt tend to their Hurt. This Rule will juſtify 
us in the Uſe of all Innocent Methods of pleaſing 
each Other. We may comply with the Warranta- 
ble Cuſtoms of the Age and Manners of thoſe we. 
live with: We may make our Perſons acceptable 
to thoſe with whom we converſe, by Civil and 
Obligi:.g Converſation : We may divert their Ima- 
gination with the Pleaſantry of Wit, and Innocent 
Mirth; and much more feed their Underſtand- 
ings with delightful Truths: In ſhort, we may 
miniſter to any unforbidden Pleaſure of each other, 
without being guilty of ſo pleaſing Men, as to diſ- 
pleaſe God, who trieth our Hearts. b 


But in the IId. Place. 
What Men ought not to be pleas d with, chat. 
we ought not to do to pleaſe Men. 
The Pleaſures of Men are to be bounded within 
certain Limits, beyond which if they pals, they 
become Unwarrantable, The Will of Man, by 
—_ == the 
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the Law of our Creation, ought to be ſubordi- 
nate to the Will of God: Whilſt it conforms it ſelf 


to that Rule, it is Juſt : When it any way tranſ- 
greſſes that, it becomes Unjuſt. When Man there- 
tore is pleas d with that which diſpleaſes God, this 
Pleaſure is ſinful, becauſe Nothing, which is con- 
trary to the Will of God, _ to be the Object 
of our Pleaſure. And as Men ought not to be 
pleas'd with any thing which is Sinful, fo ought 
they not to do any thing which is Sinful, to pleaſe 
cach other: For, what is in it ſelf Unlawful, can- 
not becomeLawful by its pleafing ; fince the pleaſing 
or diſpleiſing Men is wholly extriuſecal to the Mo- 
rality of our Actions, any otherwiſe than as God 
commands of forbids us to pleaſe them : To ſome 
Men indeed our Actions will be Pleafing or DiC 
| pleaſing as they are Good or Bad; but they are od 
or Bad, only as they are pleaſing or diſpleaſing to 
God. This Rule will condemn all Endeavour to 
pleaſe Men, by doing any thing which is Evil; 
Evil to Them or to Us; deſtructive to Their Sal- 


vation, or to our Own. 


And iſt, We muſt not, to pleaſe Men, do any 
ching which is prejudicial to Their Salvation. It is 
the height of Folly, to be pleas'd with what tends 

io our Ruin, and of Cruelty to pleaſe Others, at the 
Expence of their eterhal Happineſs. He would do 
a very inhumane Office to his Friend, who honld 
admj- 
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alminiſter him a deadly Draught, tho it pleas'd his 
Palate, and were ſweeter than Honey in his Mouth. 
By this vicious Complaiſance, the Serpent frſt be- 12 
guil'd Eve ; and She, being deceiv'd, brought A,, "= 
into the Tranfgreſhon : When She had taſted the 
Forbidden Fruit, and eaten thereof, ſhe was wil- : 
ling, in greit Courteſy, to oblige ber Lord, by Ne OY 
co:nmunicating to him, in the ſame Mortiel, Plca- 25 
{ure and Death. Of the ſame {ita! Ireachery are 5 | 
all thoſe Inſtruments of Satan ouiity, who inſtruct 
raw and unpractis d Sinners in the ways of Vice; 
bring them firſt acquainted with Sin ;and take upon 

them, with the Devil on the Mount, to ſhew them 
the World, and the Pleaſures of it. Theſe make 
it their Bufinefs to call aſide Paſſengers, who are 
going on right in the Ways of Vertue, and to lead 
them officiouſly into the more pleaſant Paths of 
Vice. Whoſo is ſimple, they bid bim turn ajude thither ; 4 
and as for him that wanteth Underſtanding, they 1 8 
ſay unto him, flol n Waters are ſweet, and Bread 
eaten in ſecret, 1.5 pleaſant. Thus, With much prov 7. 
fair Speech they cauſe bim to yield; with tbe ©" 

Flattering of their Laps they enſuare him. He goeth 
after Pleaſure ſtrait way, as an Ox goeth to the 
Slaughter, or as a Fool To t be Correction of the | 
Stocks : As a Bird, be baſteth to the Snare, and 
knoweth not that it is for his Life; till at laſt he 
finds, by fad Experience, that this pleaſant Way 
leads to Hell, and goes down to the Chembers of 
8 Death. 


+ © By 
Dato. Next to this firſt Rank of Sinners, 
who pleaſe Men by being their Tutors and Di- 
recors in Vice, are thoſe complaiſant Perſons, who, 
tho' they do not plainly and expreſly invite Men to 
be wicked, yet countenance them in their Vice, 
and encourage them to continue in it, by Flattery or 
Connivance. They know how unable Vice is to 
ſunain it {elf under Diſgrace; and how glad a Vi- 
cious Man is, when His Sins, of which He himſelf 
is naturally aſham'd, are kept in countenance by 
Thoſe with whom he converſes. Theſe Courteous 
Men therefore, are careful ſtrictly to watch all 
their Words, left any ſhuuld eſcape them, which 
might betray the leaſt Diſlike of what thoſe Per- 
ſons do, whoſe Ruine they had rather ſee, than 
feel their Diſpleaſure. If by oppoſing themſelves 
to the licentious Practices of a daring Sinner, they 
ſhould chance to offend him, ſome {mall temporal 
Intereſt of their Own might be in danger; which, 
becauſe it is their Own, they do not think worth ha- 
2a. ding, to purchaſe the eternal Salvation of Ano- 
ther. if their deluded Friend ſhould be fo hardy, 
s to walk upon 2 N they are more com- 
Dailant than to ſpall a Frolick, tho' the next ſtep 
Da de into the Depths of Hell. Over Men of 
2-2 lordid Sz tits, Sinners have as great a Power, 
s over their own Conſciences: When 
Iten ha. once prevail d with their Con- 
{152.225 307 to accute them, theſe Flatterers ſoon 
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take the Hint, and preſently ſtop their Mouths ; 
and both together ſuffer the habitual Sinner to go 
on quietly to Perdition : For ſuch Men think it 
ſufficient, that Their Charity to the Soul of their 
Brother, ſhould keep pace with his Love to 
Himſelf : And if it is his Pleaſure to ſacrifice his 
Soul to his Luſts, He diſpoſeth of what is his 

Own; and they will not be fo impertinently 
rude, as to intermeddle in the Concerns of ano- 
ther. They find it is his Humour to live 
without Controul, and they know how to make 
their Court better than to attempt to ſave a 


Man again his Will. This ſordid Compli- 


ance with the Wicked, for fear of diſpleaſing 
them, as it is a Sign of a Baſe and Servile Spi- 
rit, wherever it is met; ſo is it attended with 
greater Degrees of Guilt and Scandal in thoſe, 
whoſe peculiar Office it is boldly to rebuke Sin, 
and to ſhew the People their Tranſgreſſions. 
God hath denounc'd very ſevere Woes againſt 
thoſe Seers, who ſhut their Eyes, and will not 
ſee, who ſpeak {ſmooth things, and propheſy. 
Deceit; who fow Pillows under the Arms of 
Sinners, that they may ſleep on ſecurely, and 
take their Eaſe. - Should the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ſuit their Doctrines, not to the Edifica- 
tion, but to the Palates of their Hearers ; ſhould 
they, who are allowed of God to be put in truſt 
with the Goſpel, even fo ſpeak, not as pleaſing 
— C Cod, 
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God, which trieth our Hearts, but as plea ſing 
Men; ſhould they handle the Word of God 
deceitfully, not by Mamnfeſtation of the Truth, 
commending themſelves to every Man's Conſci- 
ence, but by Diſſimulation of the Truth, com- 
mending themſelves to ſome Mens Favour ; 
ſhould they, in order to compliment Sinners of 
Diſtinction and Rank, repreſent the Way which 
leadeth unto Life, as much Broader, and the Gate 
which entreth into Heaven, as a great deal Wider, 
than Chriſt in the Goſpel hath taught Us they are; 
ſhould they take more care to advance Pleaſing 
Errors, than to preach Uſeful Truths; ſhould 
they Alter, ſhould they Diſguiſe, ſhould they 
Stifle any fundamental Points, either of the 
Chriſtian Faith, or of the Chriſtian Practice, 
which they had formerly inculcated with Zeal 
and Earneſtneſs, not becauſe they judged ſuch 
Points to be leſs True, leſs Neceſſary, or leſs 
Seaſonable, but meerly becauſe they found them 
to be leſs Taking, leſs Popular, and leſs Fa- 
ſhionable, than they had been; ſhould, I ſay, 
theStewards of the Myſteries of God be at any 
time thus Unfaithful, they would probably in- 
cur the Diſpleafure even of thoſe very Men, 
whom by ſo Scandalous a Conduct they ſought 
to pleaſe ; they would certainly expoſe them- 
ſelves to the juſt Cenſures of all Wiſe and Good 
Men, and to the utmoſt Indignation of an Of- 


fended 


E 
fended God. Should we thus depart out of the 
Way, ſhould we cauſe many to ſtumble at the 
Law, ſhould we corrupt the Covenaut of God, 
it would be juſt in God to make us Contempti- 


ble and Baſe before all the People, according as 
| ave have not kept his Ways, but have been par- 
tial in bis Law. But were we ſure to pleaſe Men 


by ſuch baſe Compliances, yet ſhould we deſerve 
ill of thoſe, whom by thus pleaſing we expos d to 
Ruine. Better are the keeneſt Reproofs of an 


Open Enemy, than the fatal Endearments of 
thoſe falſe Friends, who whilſt they flatter Men 

into Damnation, and betray thoſe to whom they 
make their Court, have no other Title than- Ju. 
das had, to be numbred amongſt the faithful 


Servants of Jeſus Chriſt. But, 


2dly, As we may not pleaſe Men, by doing 


any thing which is deſtructive to Their Salva- 


tion; ſo neither may we pleaſe them, by doing 


any thing which may endanger Our Own. 
Charity to my Brother, Obliges me rather to in- 
cur his Diſpleaſure, than to contribute to his 


Ruine; and Charity to my Own Soul, will 
make me rather venture to diſpleaſe Man than 


God. It is not lawful for any Man to make his 


Pleaſure the Rule of his Own Aꝗions; much 


leſs Ought another to make His Will the mea- 
ſure of Mine: He, who expects that I ſhould 
G2 com- 
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comply with Him, is himſelf bound up by the 
fame laws as Jam: We are Both limited by the 
 Lawsot Gol, and it can be no Excuſe to either 
of Us, that We teek to gratify our Fellow. Ser- 
van, by trenigreſing the Commands of our 
common Lerd an] Maſter. When at any time 
we conſult the Pleaſure, and comply with the 
Deſires of each other, it is not fo properly Men 
whom we deſire to pleaſe, as God, who hath 
commarded us in ſome things to pleaſe Men: 
And to ſhew that it is not the Pleature of Man, 
which governs us any otherwiſe than in ſubor- _ 
dination to God's, when the Will of our Fel- 
low-Creatures runs counter to the Command- 
ments of God our Creator, we ought no longer 
to ſhew ourſelves Obſequious and Complaiſant. 
Whatever Motives can te urg'd for our Compli- 
aace in any thing which is Sinful, will betray the 
Cauſe which they are brought for, and plead 
much ſtronger for a peremptory Refuſal. If to 
work upon our Gratitude, Paſt Favours are pre- 
tended, why we ſhould not ſtand out, the Mer- 
cies we have received from God are infinitely 
Greater, the Obligations to him Earlier, and 
the Ties by which we are bound to him much 
Stronger. If thoſe who would have us do their 
Pleaſure, addteſs themſelves to our Hopes, by 
ſhewing that it is our Intereſt to humour them, or 
w ould prevail upon our Fears, by repreſenting 
to 
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to us the ill Conſequences of diſobliging them, 
yet Heaven hath greater Rewards in ttore then 
they can Promiſe, much more than they can 
make Good; and Hell hath greater Plagues in 
reſerve than they can Threaten, much more than 
they can Inflict. It we chule to offend Them, ra- 
ther than diſobey God, we have juſt Reaſon to 
hope, that His Providence will ſhelter us from 

any ill Effects of their Diſpleaſure: But if to 
pleaſe them, we Offend Gcd, their Power is un- 
able to ſecure us From, or to fupport us Under 

his Diſpleaſure. His Auger is Unavoidable, fo 
that there is no flying from it: His Vengeance 
is Inſupportable, ſo that there is no abiding un- 
der it. We may ſometimes Incur the Diſplea- 
ſure of Men, for not conforming Our Practice 
to Theirs, but we can never Deſerve it; and 
this Teſtimony of Our own Conſcience, that we 
ſuffer unjuſtly, will bear us up againſt their 
Frowns : But we can never diſpleaſe God, but 
we muſt at the ſame time wound our Own Con- 
ſcience, which will then be ſo far from ſupport- 
ing us under the Weight of God's Diſpleaſure, 
that it will it ſelf prove a Burden too great for 

Man to bear. From Men's Diſpleaſure, be the 
Efſe &s of it at preſent never ſo ſevere, there will 
in a ſhort time be a final Releaſe; but the Divine 
Vengeance will purſue us out of This World into 
the Next; in the Grave we ſhall not find any 
San- 
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Sanctuary againſt that Puniſhment, which will 
laſt as long as the Guilt which deſerves it, the 
Soul which Suffers it, and God, who inflicts it. 


Theſe Thoughts ought always to be preſent to 


our Minds, to deter us from ſeeking to pleaſe 


Men by any ſinful Practices; for no Temptation 
which Satan uſeth, turns better to his Account, 
or betrays more Souls into the Snares of Death, 
than this Fear of Tagen Men: It is not the 


Pertecution of Tyrants only, that makes Men 


fall from their Duty, but every private Man hath 
that Awe over his Neighbour, as to Fright him 
into Sin: It is not only out of the Fear of Deatiz, 
or Baniſhment, or Poverty, or any Evils of the 


Þ 


_ firſt Magnitude, that we tranſgreſs the Laws of 


God; but the Fear of an angry Word, an un- 


kind Look, a cool Indifference towards us, ſhall 


make us comply with what we know to be Sin- 
ful and Damnable. 5 


Nor doth this Fear work only upon Baſe and 


Cowardly Spirits, but upon thoſe alſo that have 


the Reputation of the moſt Brave. He that can 
undauntedly mount a Breach, and advance to 


the Mouth of a Cannon, yet hath not Courage 
enough to be ſober amongſt the Intemperate, or 

to refuſe a Challenge. Nay, thoſe very Perſons 
who have not been afraid at the Frowns of a 
Prince, but have been content to loſe all they 
had, rather than to abjure their Religion at his 
Com- 


153 
Command, yet have been known to live in direct 
_ Oppoſition to it, rather than by being ſingular to 
diſoblige thoſe with whom they have converſed. 
This Compliance with finful Practices, in order 
to pleiſe Sinners, borroweth the Diſguiſe of ſe- 
veral good Qualities, and puts on very plaufible 
Names. When the Romaniſt would have us be- 
lieve, as the Church believes, he calls this Com- 
pliance Catholic-Communion: When one who 
gives himſelf a Latitude in Living, would prevail 
with us to do as he doth, he calls this Gool 
Nature > To fall in with all the Modiſh Vices 
of the Age, is ſtyld Good Breeding : And thoſe + 
who would perſwade Others to run into the ſame 


Exceſs of Riot, as they allow themſelves in, term 


this Good Fellowſhip. That Indifference to All 
Religions, and All Communions, which 1s de- 
ſervedly Odious, when it is call'd by its own 
true Name of Luke-warmneſs, muſt be recom- _ 
mended under the more ſpecious Title of Tem- 
per and Moderation: And that Atheiſm and In- 
lidelity, which would fright People from being 
Proſelytes thereto, if they were directly pro- 
pos'd as ſuch, muſt, in order to gain Converts, 
borrow the gentler Appellation of Free- think- 
ing, and diveſtin Ourſtives of the Prejudices 
of Education. The more frequent this vicious 
Compliance 1s, and the more ſpecious Appear- 
ances 1t carries, the more we ought to be upon 
our 


LS]. 


our Guard againſt it, as knowing it is too orcat 
a (train of Complaiſance to commit Sin, rather 
than to do what they call a Rude Thing : And 
we carry the Compliment too far, when we 
pleaſe Men at the Expence of our own Everlaſt— 
ing Salvation. „ N 1 
But tho' we ought not to pleaſe Men by doing 
any thing which may endanger Their Souls, or 
our Own, yet there are Other Caſes, wherein 
it is not only Lawful, but our Bounden Duty to 
pleaſe Men, fince 1n theſe the pleating of Men is 


one part of that Duty, which weowe to our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. For, 


III. What Men Ought to be pleas d with, 
That we Ought to do, that Men may be pleas'd 


_ therewith. 


Since God's Will is the Rule of Man's, what- 
ever Actions are agreeable to the Laws of God, 
Ougght to be pleaſing to Men; and as Men 

ought to be Pleasd, when God's Name is Glo- 
rified by the Performance of his Will, ſo ought 
they to promote the pleaſure of each other, by 
the mutual Obſervance of His Commandments. 

Good Men are juftly pleas d, when the Laws of 
God are kept, and his Name is honor'd : This 
Pleaſure they have a good Right and Title to; 
and that they may have frequent Opportunities 
of exerciſing it, Our Light Ougbt fo to ſhine bor 

_ theſe 


E 


theſe riobteous Perſms, that os theſe our gnd 
Work fy "they may be pleas'd, and glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven, I do not fay, that we ought 
to performGocd Actions only that we may p'eiſe 
Men; for if they be done barely for this end, 
they commence Bad Actions; and ſuch as G9 od 
Men, if they are aware that they proceed from | 
this bad Principle, ought not to be pleas'd with; 
But ſince God hath annext Praiſe and Eſteem to 
Vertuous Actions, which, as they are pleaſing 
to Him, ſo they procure us alſo the Good Will of 
Men; ſuch Actions as theſe, are not Leſs, but 
More our Duty, tor being Amiable and Pleaſ ing. 
Whatſoever things are juſt, what foever things are 
pure, whatſoever thirgs are lovely, whatſoever things 
are of good report, i there be any Vertue, any Praiſe, 
our Apoſtle commands us to think on fach things. 
We are not to think of theſe only, becauſe 
they procure us Love, Reputation, and Praiſe; 
but becauſe being Juſt, Pure, and Vertuous, 


they are ſuch as cught to be Belov d, Efteem's, 
and Prais'd. This Love, Eſteem, find Praiſe, 


were they ſeparated from Juſtice, Purity, and 
Vertue, ought not to be aim d at by us: Bur 
ſince the pleaſing of Men naturally ariſes from 
our Performance of ſuch laudable Actions, we 
muſt, by the doing theſe, contribute to the 
Pleaſure of godly Men. This Rule will not only 


Walrant us, but Oblige us to pleaſe good Men, 
3 by 
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by keeping all the Laws of God: And becauſe 
all Men, whether they are or not, yet Ought to 
be pleas'd with what tends to the Honor of Re- 
ligion, to the Good of Men's Souls, and to the 
Publick Peace, it will be our Duty to endeavour 
the pleaſing of Men, in order to promote theſe 
great Ends. And, SE ” 


_Ift, We muſt pleaſe Men, that we may there- 
by promote the Honor of our Religion. Some 
Mien miſtake IIl- nature for a certain Sign of 
Grace, and think they are not ſuch as they 
ought to be, unleſs in every thing they are Sin- 
gular: To Hate the World, and to be Hated by 
it, is, in their Opinion, the Duty and Lot of 
all Chriſts Diſciples; and they are apt to ſuſ- 
pect themſelves, if Others think well of them, 
or are Pleas d with any thing they do. Hence, 
in the whole Conduct of their Lives, they take 
a great Delight to thwart and to croſs others: By 
a rude and churliſh Behaviour, they declare an 
open Defiance to Mankind, and think they can 
never pleaſe God, but by diſpleaſing Men. 
This ſour and rugged Temper of ſome Men, 
who pretend to be good Chriſtians, purely be- 
cauſe they are not like other Men, and who ex- 
clude all ſuch from being Religious, who are not 
like themſelves, brings a great Scandal on that 
Faith which they profeſs, and by this Malignan- 


Cy 


1 * 
cy of Spirit deſparage. For ſweetneſs of Na- 
ture, and an obliging Deportment, have a good 
Title to, and are in preſent Poſſeſſion of, a very 
fair Reputation in all civilizd parts of the 
World; fo that Religion muſt needs ſuffer much 
in the Opinions of Men, if it ſhould be thought 
to countenance [I-natureand Ill- breeding. ( cur- 
teouſneſs and Affability, Meeknets and Defe- 
rence to others, have had a place amongſt Mo- 


1 Vertues, in all the Schemes of Duty that have 


yet appear'd in the World: And it would be a 
great Reproach on the Goſpel, to ſuppoſe that 
we muſt put off all Humanity, before we can 
commence Good Chriſtians. There are indeed 
ſeveral things, wherein it 1s Unlawful for us to 
comply with the Cuſtoms of the World; but the 
more we are bound up in Theſe Caſes, the more 
cautious we ought to be in Other things not to 
be Stiff and -Humorſome. It in ſome things we 
are forc'd to be Singular, becauſe our Holy Re- 
ligion will not permit Us to do as Others do; the 
beſt way to convince Mankind, that this pro- 
ceeds not from Frowardneſs, and that we do not 
take delight to oppoſe others, will be by ſhew- 
ing a ready Compliance, and a fincere Deſire to 
pleaſe, where we have a greater Scope, and 
where the Las of God are ſo far from Forbid- 
ding us, that they Oblige us to comply. This 
Endeavour to pleaſ-: Men, V ill free Our Religion 
5 I) 2 15 „ 


200 


from the Scandal of Sowring Men's Tempers, of 


rendring them Moroſe and Unſociable, Sullen 


and Peres: IL natur'd and UntruCtab! e, which 
are Qualitics of fo Olicus & Character, that a 
Religion which ſhould ſcem to inpire them, 
would be thought very improper for Perſons of 
Good Nature, and Ingenuous Education; that 
is, for the very beſt part of Mankind to be go- 
vern'd by. And as we ought thus to pleate 
Men, in order to vindicate the 2 Honor of our Reli 
gion, ſo 5 


24ly, We ought to pleaſe Men, in order to 
promote the Spiritual Good of their Souls 


When our Apoſtle lays down this general Pre- 
cept, Let every one pleaſe his Neighbour, he imme- 
diately ſubjoins to what End this Pleafing of our 
Neighbour ovght to be directed, i. e. For his 

Good to Edification. This, as it is the End 
- which He recommends to Others to purſue, ſo 
was it the Scope to which his Own Endeavours 
to pleaſe, were conſtantly directed. I pleaſe 
Men, faith he, in all things, not ſeeking mine Own 
Profit, but the 'P rofit of many, that they mught be 
ſaved. This was the Reaſon of his Eaſy Com- 
pliance, and adapting himſelf to the ſeveral 
Tempers and Humours of thoſe he converſed 
with: It he was a Servant unte all Men, it was 


: that 


2 

that he might gain the more: be the ſews he be- 
came as a Jew, that he night gain the Few: To them 
that were Under the Lato, as under the Lat w, that 
he might gain them under the Law: To them that were 
without Law, as 2wthou! Lam, that be mol vat them 
that were A be Lam: 5 the Weak, * becaue 
a2 Weak, that he might 804% he Mea. And was 
mad? All Things, to All Men. that he gbr by all 


Maus ſave ſome. For our Apoftle, who was 


perfectly well skilld in all the Arts of Divine Ora- 


tory, underſtood very well how neceſſary it is 
in order to convincing Men's Judgments, and 1 in- 
fluencing their Actions, to be firſt of all Maſter of 


their Affections. If we would have Men come 


in eaſily to our Opinions, and be govern'd by 
our Counſels, we muſt take care fo to demean 


our ſelves, that they may be pleas d with us, and 
have an Efteem for our Perſons. It will be diffi- 
cult to convince any, that we have an earneſt 
Zeal for the good of their Souls, and a paſſionate 


Deſire to promote their Eternal Welfare, if at the 


{fame time we do any thing which may juſtly of- 
tend and diſquiet them, and make their prefent 


Condition Uneaſy and Unpleaſant. He who 
pretends to adviſe and direct another challengeth 
| tome fort of Superiority over him; which the 
Pride that is natural to all Men, makes them very 


difficultly bear: It is neceflary therefore that he 


ould temper his Advice with a Mixture of 
FR Sweet- 
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Sweetneſs, and take care, that his Demeanor be 
ſuch, as may prepare the Mind of his Ditciple to 
ſubmit mor: willingly to his Direction. Thoſe 
Wholſome Inſtructions, which Charity requires 
us to give to our Brethren, are generally ſuch, 


as in their on Nature are not very Grateful and 


Pleaſing to the depraved Appetites of Men: To 
make them therefore the more Acceptable, and 

that they may be the better Reliſh'd, they muſt 
be ſet off with an Air of Pleaſantneſs; and what 
of it telf is Diſtaſtful, muſt have its Bitterneſs 
diſſembled, that it may be the eaſier taken down, 
and convey Health to the diftemper'd Soul. 

Hence the Wiſdom of the Ancients thought it 

proper to couch the ſevere Precepts of Morality 
under the Pleaſantneſs of Fable; they cloath'd 
their Notions of Philoſophy and the ſober Di- 
Rates of right Reaſon, in the gaieft Drefs that 
Poetry could furniſh ; and took care to Pleaſe 
the Fancies of their Hearers, that by theſe means 
they might infmuate themſelves into their good 
Eſteem; and by Pleaſing, might profit them. 
And our Saviour, in condeſcenſion to the Infirmi- 
ties of Men, hath vouchſafed toUſe, and by his 
Uſing hath Sanctified this Method of Inſtruction. 
He hath deliver'd the Doctrines of the Goſpel in 
the delightful 'Style of Parables, which in their 
firſt and literal Meaning are fitted to Entertain 
and to Divert the Hearer, and ſo to 3 his 
2 _— T Tag 


n 
Mind for the Reception of thoſe Practical Truths, 
w hich are conceal d Under them, and convey d 
By them. Now fince Chriſtian Charity obligeth 
us to ſeek the ſpiritual Good of others, and Ex- 
perience ſheweth us, how naturally Eſteem or 
Diſeſteem, Approbation or Diſlike, paſs from 
Perſons to Doctrines, that our Endeavours to 
promote the Spiritual Welfare of our Brethren _ 
may have the better Efte&t, we Ought to ftudy 
the Pleating thoſe, whom without Pleafing we 
cannot Profit; to this end our Apoſtle made it 
his utmoſt care to pleaſe Men, and by thus 
pleaſing them, did the Office of an Apoſtle or 
Servant of Jeſus Chriſt. And as the Private In- 
tereſt of our Neighbour is a good end of endea- 
vouring to pleaſe, ſo e 


Zaly, We muſt endeavour to Pleaſe Others, in 
order to promote the Publick Peace. We are com- 
manded to follow Peace with all Men; and becauſe 
there are ſome proper Means of attaining this 
End, we are alſo Oblig'd to follow after the 
things which make for Peace. All thoſe Words and 
Actions, which have any Influence towards the 
eſtabliſhing an amicable Correſpondence amongſt 
our Fellow-Chriftians, are, by Virtue of this 
Precept, matter of Strict Duty; and all, which 
have the leaſt Tendency to diſquiet the Minds of 
- our Brethren, are, by force of the ſame Precept. 
„ Utterly 
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Utterly Unlawful. Now if we cloſely obſerve 
the Origine of all Quarrels, we ſhall find, that 
they ariſe from the Diſpleaſure we conceive one 
againſt another. We may-perceive by Ourſelves, 
ho nicely tender Self. lobe is; how deſirous we 
are, that every one ſhould do what We like ; and 
how we are preſentl) upon the Alarm, if any 
one betrays the leaſt Slight of us, by doing 

what is Diſpleaſing to us: We may be ture this 
Selt-love is planted as Deeply, and works as 
_ Strongly in other Men, as in Us: They are as 
much addicted to their own Humours, as we are 
to Ours ; and love as little to be thwarted in 
them as We do: If therefore we are ſenſible, 
how quick and ſevere our Own Reſentments 
are, when any thing is done which offends us, 
if we would not awaken the ſame Reſentments 
in Others, we muſt be careful nat to do any 
thing, which may juſtly diſpleaſe them. We all 
naturally defire to be pleas'd, but if each ſhould 
conſtantly follow his own Humor, we ſhall mu- 
tuilly interfere one with another. The beſt way 
to provide for our Own Satisfaction, and the 
publick Peace, will be to gratify Each Other; to 
procure the Courteſy of Others, by complaiſance 
towards Them, and by a mutual Commerce of 
the Offices of Humanity to keep up that good 

Order, which, upon the leaſt Failure of theſe 
Duties, & prefentiy diſturb'd. That Inward + 
„„ Peace 
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Peace which confifts in Unity of Mind, and 


Agreement of Judgment, is rather tobe Wiſh'd, 
than Hop'd for, in a perverſe Generaticn : But 
even then, when we cannot come up to this 


happy State, we may preſerve that Outward 


Quiet, which conſiſts in the reciprocal Diſcharge 


of all the Duties of Civility. This tender Care 


how we diſpleaſe others, as it procures Their 
good Will to Us, fo it keeps alive Ours to 
Them: For ſince it is difficult to have a Warmth 


for any, in whom we perceive a Coolneſs to- 
wards Us, the ſame Actions of Ours, which 
_ create an Averſeneſs in Them, will by degrees 


extinguiſh in Our Minds that Charity, which 


Ought always to be active in us towards our 


Chriſtian Brethren. The reconciling of Diffe- 


rences, when they are come to full growth, and 
the reſtoring of Peace, where it hath been long 
broken, are attended with fo many Difficulties, 
that they ſeldom prove ſucceſsful. It will be 
much eaſier by pleaſing each other, to ſuppreſs 


this Evil in its Firſt Riſe, to prevent its Birth, 


and to hinder its Conception. The Seginning of 
Strife, is as theletting out of Water, which, having 


once paſt its Banks, ſpreads it ſelf to a vaſt Ex- 
tent, but might, by a moderate Care at firſt, 
have been kept within its due Compaſs. Now 
fince all thoſe Quarrels, which difturb that 
mutual Concord that ought to be amongft all 
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Chriſtians, have their Firſt Riſe from ſome 


Miſunderſtandings betwixt them; ſince theſe 
ariſe from our diſobliging each Other by Words 
or Actions not pleating ; to prevent theſe Mil. 
chiefs, and to preſerve that Brotherly Love, 
which is the peculiar Duty and Character ot 
Chriftians, we are obligd to endeavour the 
Pleaſing of each Other. Glory to God, Peace on 

Earth, and Good- wil! towards Men, .are the 
great Ends of the Goſpel: vince therefore by 


pleaſing Men, we may promote the Honour of Eo 
Our Religion, the Publick Peace, and the Sakb 


vation of each other, to pleaſe Men in order to 


theſe good Ends, is to pt our * faithful ; 
Servants of Jeſus Chrift, 


But tho? in theſe kings we ought to pleaſe f 
Men, yet we muſt not reſt here: The ꝑleaſing 
of Ma muſt not be the Chief Reaſon and UL 
timate End even of our Good Actions. For he 
who is govern'd by no better a Principle than 


this; acts by a very Unkteady, W Dan- 
gerous, and Falſe Rule. N 


Thoſe Actions can never be Uniform, which 


are directed by a Rule capable of Change: So that 
there muſt neceſſarily be a great deal of Uncer- 


tainty and Variety in that Man's Actions, who 


_ all he doth to the Pleafing of Men. For 


what 


— 
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what Some Men are pleas'd with, will be diſ- 
pleaſing to Others; and here he will be at a 
loſs, how to determine himſelf, ſince the Dan- 
ger of Diſappointment is equal to the Hopes of 
Succels. Nay, fo inconſtant are the Minds of 
Men, ſo mutable their Intereſts, and with them 
their Inclinations, that the Same Actions do not 
always pleaſe the Same Man : So that were we 
to govern our Lives according to any one Man's 
Pleaſure, we ſhould never be able by any Art 
to hit that Mark, which conſtantly wavers, 


—: of Afing mare Fix then 


it is, yet ſtill it would prove Inſufficient : For 


there are ſeveral Degrees and Inſtances of Duty, 


to which it would not extend. Actions in them- 


ſelyes very Faulty, and which want many of 
thoſe Circumſtances which are neceſſary to make 
them truly Good, may yet by a fair Out. ſide 
chance to pleaſe Men; ſo that ſuch a Principle 
of Acting, would rather Miniſter to Oſtentation, 
than make us ſincerely Vertuous. There are 
many Actions, which we are ſtrictly bound to, 
which in ſome Times and Circumſtances may 
not be pleaſing to Thoſe, whoſe Eſteem of us 
we moſt value: And ſuch as theſe we ſhall very 
unwillingly venture on, if our utmoſt Aim in 
doing well, is topleaſe Men. There are more- 
over ſeveral Ads of Charity and Devotion to be 
e 1 done 
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done in Private, and thoſe Men cannot be pleaſed 
with, becauſe they are induſtriouſly hidden from 
them; which therefore are in great danger of 
being omitted by thoſe, who look not beyond 
the Eſteem of Men. OS 


Nor is this only an Inexpedient and Defective, 
but alſo a Dangerous and Unſafe Rule. If an 
Endeavour to pleaſe Men, is the main Spring 
of our Motion towards Good; if their Love and 
Eſteem, their Applauſe and Approbation, ſeem 
to us Bleſſings of that Importance, that we can- 
not be Eaſy or Happy without them, and there- 
fore incite us ſtrongly to the Performance of thoſe. 
Good Actions, by which they are ſometimes to 
be attain d; we are in great danger of being 
tempted to Evil alſo, when the Pleaſure of Men, 
of which we are ſo fond, is no otherways to be 
procur d. For He who performs Good Actions 
only to pleaſe Men, doth not chooſe theſe, as 
they are Vertuous, but as they are Pleaſing and 
Agreeable; ſo that if Evil Actions ſhall appear 
to tend equally, or more, to the End he aims at, 
he will be by this Principle equally or more in- 
clin'd to thoſe. But tho' this wrong Biaſs on the 
Soul ſhould not carry it ſo far as to comply with 
what is Confeſſedly and Notoriouſſy Evil, yet it 
will make us apt to entertain a tavourable Opini- 
on of all Actions, which Miniſter to an End we 
— ſo 
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ſo eagerly purſue : It will make us at firſt Wiſh 
them lawful, and at laſt by eaſy Degrees, we 
ſhall paſs on to Eſteem them ſuch. 


| But after all, the chief and true Reaſon why 
we ſhould not make the Praiſe of Men the Rule 
of our Actions, is, becauſe it is a Falſe one. It 
is not that Rule by which we ought to Live, be- 
cauſe it is not that, by which we ſhall be final. 
ly Judged. God hath not only requird, that we 
ſhould perform ſuch and ſuch preſcribd Actions, 
but that we ſhould do them out of a true Senſe 
of our Duty to Him, and entire Regard to his 
Law. At the laſt Day, when our few Good 
Actions ſhall be ſet againſt our numberleſs Sins, 
thoſe which were done barely to pleaſe Men, 
ſhall not come into Account with the Former. 
Actions done to pleaſe Men only, can expect no 
Reward but from Men : But if the Pleating of 


BOOKS Printed for * ſold by Jonah Bowyer, at 
the Roſe in Ludgate- ſtreet, near the Weſt End 
of St. Paul's Church. 5 


Ourteen Sermons, preach d on ſeveral Occaſi- 
ons, together with a large Vindication of the 
n, contain d inthe Sermon preach d at the Fu- 
neral of Mr. Thomas Bennet. By Francis Atterbary, 


D. D. Dean of Carliſle, Preacher at the Rolls, and 


Chaplain in Ordinary to Her Majeſty. 


Not included in the ſaid Volume, a Spittal- Ser- 


mon preach d at St. Bridget's Church, before the 
Right Honourable the Lord- Mayor, o. 
Inſcructions for the Education of a Daughter, by 


the Author of Telemachus, to which is added a ſmall 
Tract of Inſtructions for the Conduct of young La- 
dies of the higheſtRank, with ſuitable Devotions an- 


nex d; done into Engliſh, and revis'd by Dr. Geo, ge 
1 The Second Edition. 


The Glorious Deſcent, or the Bleſſings of the Ho- 
0 Ghoſt, repreſented in Three Diſcouale on St. John 


lately preach d at Triploe, near Cambridge; to 


WER are added Three other Sermons, T'wo on 1 
Feaſt of Eaſter, and one on the Nativit of our 


Lord. By Edmund Brome, B. D. and* Fellow of 


St. John s Colledge in Cambridge, being e d with 
Notes and Enlargements. 

An Account of the Earl of Peterborough's Con- 
duct in Spain, chiefly ſince the railing the Siege of 
Barcelona, 1706. To which is added the Campaign 


of Valencia, with Original Tapas The Second 
Edition comedies - 


* 
#. 
7 
560 
I 
4 L 


— 2 2 =. bs 
4% "a 3 * 1 43 : FO ; R P N __ 
R 6 = 
: - 4 _—_ +. - . 28 4 > * 8 


OP 
8 
» 
is # 
f 


*. 
41 
Fo 
4 
1 * 


„ f,, cis ee stica Iiir 6 &. 7 F i fem af , 
Bt Es wie M. G 7 4 WF-9% {re 11 ro 4 9 55 e 
5 


| 4 


Fed CEE, 4 4. 88 
. OS. oc e ORE - . 75 
D A; 1 4, | 

$65 F- ; . 5 oy i * 1 % au g 


"> \. Y”. 


Falls 


# 


4 WS 
4 AUG CO zo TW Se * . 


—_ 4 ade e, 2 * 1 qu/brence. I Caokewid 


{ | 
2 Pate te Bc. F / Y "i þ, ns A5 * be 


C 
„ | 7 


/ p 
—— — — | | 
6AW-- A ſ 1 


— | Ht, ) = Th4 + 5 „A. /Ire TY WO We /; {4 Lo 7 7 RF? 4 . 17 2 6 
05 2 7 A 1 . 1 E 1 | F 
9 . 7 Frere = 4.0 Nur en, bs, e 


/ 


/ 5 
7 Od Pars, 1 A< 4 5 Z., art . 19 v 93 


A. 
Bt FT <1reolty cee * Kae, 30 1707 


. 7 Fe WU 4: 1 7 Q; 
4 P C 58 5 (ff u. +0 


5 he, . 2 ARE © 


| —_— 


/ Tg * 7909 644 2 


oa | Driairioge. Ac Oc * 


N n 0 65 N {5 Wy 


